1.1 Million Vehicles were stolen in 2000...
And more than 30% are never recovered according to the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB).

The NICB study, released April 10, analyzes the year 2000 vehicle theft rates of metropolitan areas using vehicle theft
data collected from the FBI. The vehicle theft rate is the number of stolen vehicles divided by the population, then
divided again by 100,000.

Robert Bryant, president and CEO of the NICB, an Arlington, VA. Nonprofit organization that combatsinsurance fraud
and vehicle theft, saysthat although overall vehicle theft rates have declined in recent years, vehicletheft is still the No.
1 property crimein the U.S., with more than $7 billion worth of vehicles stolen each year.

Bryant says that port and "border communities' near large bodies of water are boon areas for vehicle theft. Un
recovered vehicles are often shipped overseas or driven across state and international borders. Approximately 200,000
stolen vehicles areillegally exported each year.

All vehiclesare targetsfor theft. "Newer modelsare morelikely to beillegally shipped abroad, while older vehiclesare
mainly stolen for their parts," says Bryant.

Theft Prevention Tips
The NICB suggests that consumers use a "layered approach” to protect their vehicles.

Thefirst layer is a common sense approach, which includes removing your keys from your vehicle and
locking your doors at all times.

The second is avisible or audible theft prevention device, such as steering wheel locks and car alarms.
The third is a device that immobilizes the vehicle, such as smart keys or kill switches.
Thefourth isatracking device that allows police officersto find your vehicle quickly after it has been stolen.

"If your city appearstoward the top of your list, you need to be extra careful and take stepsto protect your vehiclefrom
theft," says Bryant.

Top 50 highest vehicle theft rates by city in 2000.

The vehicle theft rate is the number of stolen vehicles divided by the city's population, then
divided again by 100,000.

Rank City No. of thefts Theft rate
1 Phoenix 29,506 979.1
2 Miami 20,812 956.6
3 Detroit 40,685 909.2
4 Jersey City, N.J. 4,502 814.4
5 Tacoma, Wash 5,565 807.92
6 Las Vegas 10,971 794.4
7 Fresno, Calif 6,897 783.4
8 Seattle 18,242 781.26
9 Jackson, Miss 3,191 737.6
10 Flint, Mich 3,184 728.02
11 Newark, NJ 14,002 716.3
12 Tuscon, Ariz 5,739 714.15
13 Albequerque, NM 4,802 707.4
14 Kansas City, MO 12,186 694
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